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W elcome to the first edi on of our new termly       

newsle er to celebrate and showcase some of the 

fantas c work going on across our schools and the system. 

It’s been another busy term, with new challenges from many 

direc ons, but one we can regard as a real success.  Among 

the many highlights is the great support from schools in    

engaging with peer review, many of which have started this 

term. Schools leading the accountability agenda and working 

collabora vely to share improvement are fundamental to 

our educa on partnership and we look forward to sharing 

the learning from all the peer reviews in the summer term.   

Developing leaders and engaging in rich conversa ons about 

all things leadership is another highlight.  From pastoral leaders to aspirant senior leaders to suppor ng newly 

qualified teachers and new Headteachers and working with Governors, we have established a comprehensive 
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programme that puts leadership development and 

succession planning firmly on the map.   

Another highlight was working with the Headteachers’ 

planning group to put together the Headteachers’  

Conference, where we were all challenged in our 

thinking about curriculum design and learning but 

were also reminded of the significant role we have in 

changing children and young people’s lives.   

Our increasing focus on research has seen a number of 

projects launched this term. The Primary Science     

research project (Broadening What Counts) features in 

this edi on and we will feature the Primary English 

(Oracy Project) and Primary Maths (Mul plica ve   

Reasoning & NRich) projects in future edi ons. 

As teachers, leaders and the whole school community we all make a real difference – a powerful thought to 

end the term with. Wishing you all a happy Christmas, a peaceful holiday and a well‐deserved rest. 

Tracy Smith THEP Executive Director       

The first day of the Oracy Project gets underway 



H uge congratula ons to Canon Barne  Primary, Thomas Buxton Primary, John Scurr Primary and St Paul 
with St Luke CofE Primary who were recently awarded the Primary Science Quality Mark through the 

University of Her ordshire. If your school is interested in ge ng involved, contact Julia Weston at THEP. 
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Getting to grips with cognitive load  

O ver 220 primary and secondary teaching staff 

and senior leaders from TELTSA schools joined a 

shared INSET day on Cogni ve Load Theory led by  

renowned author, Steve Garne . The day, held at 

Morpeth School, launched ‘The Thread’, a two‐year   

ac on research project promo ng the use of            

evidence‐based research in the classroom in order to 

ensure the most effec ve learning delivery. 

Par cipants tackled crea ng an effec ve knowledge 

organizer, presen ng knowledge in a way that will 

not cogni vely overload pupils and effec ve retrieval 

strategies. 

A cogni ve load steering group, with representa ves 

from each school, has been set up and will meet 

termly to work on leading the research, developing 

an online portal to share resources, ensuring that 

‘The Thread’ becomes real schools and mini cross‐

phase peer reviews. 

The steering group will lead on producing a termly 

newsle er, sharing developing prac ce across the 

network and publishing some of the projects taking 

place in schools. 
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ALL THE WAY 
FROM NORWAY 
I n September, our schools played host to group of 

students from Western Norway University of   

Applied Science who were seeking to gain a greater          

understanding of religious 

tradi ons and the approach 

to the teaching and learning 

of religious educa on in our 

schools. 

Represen ng our secondary 

schools, Stepney Green MCS 

College and Morpeth School 

gave some of the students 

the opportunity to meet 

teachers & pupils and to  

observe RE lessons. 

Addi onal Norwegian students were welcomed by 

four of our primary schools: Blue Gate Fields Infant, 

Blue Gate Fields Junior, Thomas Buxton Primary and 

Mowlem Primary.  They cha ed to  pupils and  staff, 

as well as observing RE lessons. 

The whole group came back together to round off 

their tour by mee ng SACRE Commi ee members 

hosted by Carolyn Lindsay, 

THEP’s Senior Primary School 

Improvement Officer. 

Yvonne, the group leader, 

commented: “We all enjoyed 

a most wonderful learning 

experience. Thank you so 

much for all your help in 

making this happen!”  

The purpose of the three‐day 

tour was for the students to 

gain an understanding of prac ce in English schools 

and the similari es and differences with Norway. 

“We have been so successful in mee ng our aims, 

we hope to repeat the visit with a new group of  

students next year”, added Yvonne. 
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P upils from over forty Tower Hamlets schools 

voted The Boy at the Back of the Class as the 

overall winner in  the Tower Hamlets Book Award. 

Author Onjali Rauf immediately tweeted her thanks 

and then posted a video       

message from Jerusalem.  

The joys of six shortlisted 

books were presented by 

eight schools at an event 

hosted by the Canary Wharf Group at East          

Wintergarden.  

Around 400  pupils gathered to watch presenta ons 

on the shortlisted books. 

The Tower Hamlets Book Award is for pupils aged 

10 to 13 with the aim of encouraging all children to 

read and to share the 

pleasure of reading with 

their peers. 

The Finale then brought 

all the children together 

and provided an ideal opportunity for debate 

and discussion about books.  

The Royal Society Schools Network 

T he Royal Society Schools Network comprises enthusias c teachers in UK schools and 

colleges keen to develop their exper se in the teaching of science, mathema cs and 

compu ng for students aged 5 to 18. The network offers access to resources, events and 

opportuni es aimed to support teachers both as professionals and prac oners. 

The network, which is free to join at royalsociety.org/schools‐network, provides the opportunity to engage in 

CPD events and to share best prac ce with other teachers. In addi on, it provides direct links to Royal Society 

educa on resources such as the Brian Cox School Experiments series, advance booking for the Summer       

Science Exhibi on and a regular email newsle er. 

The Royal Society operates grant schemes and network members receive early no fica on. The Partnership 

Grants scheme awards grants of up to £3,000 to primary and secondary schools to carry out inves ga ve   

projects in science, mathema cs, compu ng, data science, technology or engineering. The schools must      

deliver their projects in partnership with a STEM professional from higher educa on or industry. The next 

round of funding opens in February and more informa on can be found at royalsociety.org/partnership. 
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Next steps? 
No drama! 
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O ver 150 year 6 pupils from fi y primary 

schools across Tower Hamlets have been    

par cipa ng in an innova ve drama‐based         

transi on programme delivered by THEP associate 

member Half Moon Theatre.  

OLIVER CAVIGLIOLI presents...  

BOOK NOW! Final few places 

17 January 2020 
@ Morpeth School 

A range of techniques are used to engage the 

pupils in cri cal thinking. Forum Theatre, for  

example, gives young people an ac ve role in 

having the ‘power to change’ nega ve outcomes 

in a safe    environment, ac ng as observers and 

cri cal    thinkers with their peers. 

Themes addressed include bullying, staying safe 

online, friendships, iden ty and responsibili es. 

All par cipants are referred, for a variety of         

reasons, through their primary school or an    

external agency.  They a end a er‐school      

sessions during their final term Year 6 and a 

week of workshops in the summer holidays. 

The programme is completed with a er‐school 

sessions in the first term of secondary school.  

Half Moon Theatre hopes to be con nuing the 

programme this summer term.  
The Next Steps programme has now been 

offered for two years and is commissioned by 

Tower Hamlets Youth Service. 

Running from May to October, Next Steps uses 

drama sessions to support par cipants prepare 

for their transi on to secondary school by             

encouraging them to think about situa ons they 

might face and helping them iden fy posi ve 

ways to deal with challenging new experiences.  

Par cipants learn to be er express themselves, 

build confidence and develop so  skills such as 

effec ve communica on, taking responsibility, 

decision making and making a commitment. 
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S eventeen dedicated would‐be linguists from Tower Hamlets spent their October half‐term visi ng France 

to par cipate in bespoke language immersion courses for teachers. By the end of the week, they had all 

made huge progress with both their language skills and their understanding of local culture. Brimming with 

confidence, they couldn’t wait to get back to school to share their learning with colleagues and pupils.  

Teachers from Mowlem Primary school travelled to          

Perpignan in the south of France, undertaking daily 

French language lessons at the Ins tut Midi‐Langues. 

Their colleagues from Ben Jonson Primary school 

spent the week in southern Spain, studying Spanish 

at the Malaca Ins tuto in Malaga. 

Both groups par cipated in a wide range of cultural 

enrichment ac vi es from guided tours to yoga and 

cookery  ‐ all of which were carried out completely in 

French or Spanish! Addi onal pedagogical sessions 

covered core language teaching methodologies and 

approaches to learning and sessions were tailored to 

meet individuals’ needs.   

“The programme was fantas c, a perfect combina on of ac vi es that we can use 

with our classes as well as background methodology to foreign  language teaching 

and learning. The overall experience was unforge able” Shaghaygh Khademian, Mowlem Primary 

The schools were undertaking the first of two planned visits as 

part of their Erasmus+ projects, fully funded by the EU. Since 

2015, ten Tower Hamlets schools have received over €350,000 

under the Erasmus+ programme and have involved over 100 

staff in developing language provision and increasing staff     

confidence in delivering it. 

Under the new Ofsted framework’s wider curriculum focus, an 

Erasmus+ project offers an ideal way of upskilling staff to deliver 

a high quality MFL curriculum that is deep dive ready. The 2020 

Call for Proposals for Erasmus+ has an early February 2020 

deadline but support for applica ons is available from Michelle 

O’Connor, Advisory Teacher for MFL and she would be happy to 

hear from interested schools.  

michelle.o’connor@towerhamlets.gov.uk               020 7364 1384  

Mowlem staff par cipa ng in some immersive French cooking 

Ben Jonson staff at the language school in Malaga 

Parlez-vous français? 
Mais oui… y español tambien  
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Broadening 
what counts 
T his term, THEP started a brand new research project to engage 

schools in the issue of science capital. Eleven primary schools  

have signed up for the 2‐term project with findings being shared at      

the Primary Science Network mee ng next summer. 

The project’s focus is broadening what counts as discussions in science by 

crea ng spaces where all students feel able to offer contribu ons from their 

own experiences, interests and iden es knowing that they will be valued.  

Teachers will iden fy different methods of highligh ng both the scien fic      

nature of different sorts of pupil contribu ons and where pupils can ‘find’       

science e.g. ‘This is science’ post‐it campaigns. The Primary Science Teaching Trust provides helpful resources 

such as discussion tools and a termly magazine and THEP is offering a course in January ‐ Oracy & Vocabulary 

Development in Science ‐ that will provide more discussion tools and devices. 
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T his year, LETTA are pilo ng a 

SEND specialism as part of 

their ini al teacher training offer. 

Thirteen trainees have got off to a 

very successful start, working 

across the 3‐7, 5‐11 and 7‐13 

phases. 

The SEND specialism is a modified 

version of the standard LETTA QTS 

with PGCE programme and the 

pilot is being closely monitored 

and   evaluated before becoming 

an established programme next 

year. 

Planning for the pilot was a real 

collabora ve effort involving 

schools across the Alliance includ‐

ing Phoenix School, Stephen 

Hawking School and mainstream 

partners. In addi on, new tutors 

with extensive SEND exper se – 

Ma hew Rayner (Cherry Trees 

School, Stephen Hawking School) 

and Geraldine O’Grady (Whitefield 

Schools) ‐ have joined the team. 

The SEND specialism includes           

enrichment ac vi es and there is 

an expecta on that this route will 

have an associated emphasis on 

leadership and dissemina on,   

assis ng trainees to share their 

understanding with colleagues 

both during their ITT and NQT 

years, and beyond. 

LETTA is currently recrui ng for 

2020‐21, offering programmes for 

Primary General with QTS & PGCE, 

SEND specialism with QTS & PGCE 

and Mathema cs specialism with 

QTS & PGCE. 

Successful start for SEND 
specialism 

Calling all our Schools and Associate Members… 

!!! SEND US YOUR STORIES for our Spring Term edition !!! 
By: 16 March 2020                         To: info@the-partnership.org.uk 


